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 1 
Present Members:   Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Tim Lepore, Chair Pauline Proch, Francis Steadman  2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chair Pauline Proch opened, 4 
Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Melissa Murphy seconded and it was approved unanimously.  Mrs. 5 
Proch asked that everyone take a moment of silence to remember beloved Robin Harvey on the anniversary of her 6 
passing. 7 
 8 
Presentations to the Committee 9 
Harvard Model Congress – NHS Teacher Steve Laredo 10 
Six students, led by Fernando Young and Emma Hunter, presented the idea of the Harvard Model Congress to NHS 11 
Teacher, Steve Laredo, and the idea was presented to high school principal Dr. John Buckey.  Founded in 1986 the 12 
HMC is a nonprofit government simulation conference, run exclusively by the undergraduates at Harvard College.  13 
Available to high school students, approximately 1500 students (six from our school) will attend the Boston chapter.   14 
During the conference, students will represent all areas of the United States and will test the waters of American 15 
government through role-play such as debates, caucuses, trials, press conferences and testimonies to gain a better 16 
understanding of civic involvement and the functions of our government. Our Nantucket students described their having 17 
‘homework’ prior to the start of the conference, which allow them to do research on their given topic to be ready to dive 18 
in upon arrival.  Fernando Young shared that topics are hierarchically selected – those who have participated in the 19 
conference before will have an opportunity to have a bigger issue or a more exciting subject.    The School Committee 20 
was excited for these students opportunity and asked them to return and share their experiences. 21 
  22 
Special Needs Advisory Council (SNAC) – Director of SPED, Nancy Miller 23 
Mrs. Nancy Miller reported on behalf of Heidi Fee, President of SNAC, who could not attend the meeting.  She provided 24 
a one page update on what SNAC has been doing during the last year.  Monthly meetings take place on the third 25 
Wednesday of every month with an average attendance of 6-8 parents.  FONPS representative Suzanne Fronzuto attends 26 
regularly, as does Candace Tetrault, Family Resource Center representative.  SNAC provides speakers and presentations 27 
at the meetings, SNAC also attends events such as Pediatric Fair and the Cape & Islands Transition Fair. SNAC gets 28 
involved in a myriad of projects, hands out flyers, offers scholarships to families, provides input to other organizations 29 
and overall provides a safe place to discuss and share concerns and look for solutions.  Mrs. Miller  reminded the 30 
Committee that during the course of the Special Educations Department Mid-Cycle Review, they were previously not in 31 
compliance with meeting the state requirements, but have since rectified this and clearly meeting all mandates with these 32 
opportunities.  The School Committee was concerned about how SNAC is reaching the ELL population.  Mrs. Miller 33 
responded that while the SNAC meetings to date do have broader representation, the outreach is a challenge.  Primary 34 
referrals come from our ELL teachers and a wish list item for the department is to have a Bi-Lingual Speech Therapist 35 
on staff.  One question from Mrs. Murphy was what the typical age of the students, answer was primarily Elementary 36 
School is where we see our significantly challenged.  Mrs. Murphy continued that the mental health issues we face are 37 
percolating as well as physical disabilities and perhaps SNAC provides a good forum for this too.  There was discussion 38 
from the Committee regarding summer camp programing, the ACK Venture and Adams Camp.  Chair Pauline Proch 39 
suggested SNAC get involved in the Camp Summit. 40 
 41 
School Committee Self Evaluation 42 
Chair Pauline Proch announced that the Self Evaluation was not completely collated due to one member being on 43 
medical leave.  She gave a brief overview of what this evaluation covered: operations, fiscal management and relations 44 
with one another and with constituencies, is a valuable tool for the Committee to use.  She requested to move this 45 
presentation to the next meeting and after it has been presented to the public, it will be available to the public on the 46 
website. 47 
 48 
Comments from the Public 49 
David Dickson thanked the School Committee for agreeing to place the Math issue on the Agenda.  He had attended a 50 
HS Coffee and wanted to also share an observation from a HS Parent, who is also a Nurse, stating how she feels the  51 
 52 
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 53 
anxiety levels of the island are “through the roof”.  Finally, his last comment was to quote William F. Buckley regarding 54 
the Harvard Model Congress. 55 
 56 
Committee Discussion and Votes to be Taken  57 
Vote to request to Authorize the School Committee Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Education Appropriation, Article Eight 58 

“On Motion, duly made and seconded, IT WAS VOTED: to recommend $26,486,642 for the FY2017 Nantucket Education Public 59 
Appropriation (Article Eight of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting of Taxpayers). The public school total budget appropriation is 60 
recommended at $26,086,642 - $21,109,849 for payroll and $4,976,793 for operating expenses; and an additional $400,000 61 
Community School payroll appropriation.  And to AUTHORIZE use of School Department accounts as listed.” 62 

 63 
Gift Donation from Cape Cod Five Savings Bank to CPS IDSC in the amount of $500.00 64 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your generous gift of $500.00 for the Cyrus 65 
Peirce Middle School IDSC.  Tim Lepore made a motion, which was seconded by Melissa Murphy to accept the 66 
donation and it was approved by a vote of the Committee. 67 
 68 
Vote to request to Authorize Establishment of New Revolving Account 69 

“On Motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School Committee:  accepts and authorizes the establishment of a new revolving 70 
account on behalf of NPS and further authorizes school administration to take al necessary and usual steps to effect proper 71 
accounting, bookkeeping and expenditures with said account.” 72 
 73 

Vote for overnight trip for NHS Culinary to participate in the Culinary State competition February 22 & 23, 2016 in 74 
Worcester, MA– Chair Pauline Proch mentioned that three students are attending and word on the street is that 75 
Nantucket is the school to beat.  A motion to approve the field trip was made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa 76 
Murphy and approved by a vote of the committee. 77 

January 19, 2016 Meeting Minutes: 78 
A motion to approve was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy, and was approved by a vote of the 79 
Committee. 80 

January 7, 2016 Joint Council Meeting Minutes (SC with FinCom & BOS): 81 
A motion to approve was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy, and was approved by a vote of the 82 
Committee 83 

January 26, 2016 Budget Hearing Meeting Minutes: 84 
A motion to approve was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Muprhy, and was approved by a vote of the 85 
Committee 86 

Transfers and Invoices: 87 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa Murphy.  The motion 88 
was approved by a vote of the Committee. 89 
 90 
Superintendent Report 91 
Enrollment 92 
Superintendent Cozort pointed out the upswing for the month of 20 students, reminding the Committee that in December 93 
when there was a dip, he anticipated this increase in January.  Total numbers are 1,578 and we continue watching the 94 
Kindergarten registration numbers as we move into Spring.  Chair Pauline Proch asked the cause of the increase, with 95 
Kim Kubisch and John Buckey agreeing it is mostly ELL students.   Superintendent Cozort segued into the Building 96 
Project and how the new school will be a welcome to share the load of enrollment.  The parking lot is open, the trees are 97 
presently being removed, Brait Brothers Builders are working hard in the good weather to keep on schedule and are 98 
mindful of safety, cleanliness and the overall environment of working near a running and functioning school.  99 
Superintendent Cozort stated the Ground Breaking Ceremony is in the works.  The Committee had a few  100 
 101 
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 102 
questions about paving and the parking lot – Mr. Cozort reminded everyone the opening of the new parking lot was 103 
immediately following a blizzard so not perfect, but working.   104 
 105 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be on February 16 with the Agenda focusing primarily on Math Algebra for 8

th
 106 

grade and PARRC, and also include the SC Self Evaluation. 107 
 108 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 109 
Frances Steadman had no news to share from Student Council 110 
Melissa Murphy wanted to remind the committee of the Superintendent Evaluation process coming up quickly. 111 
Pauline Proch shared she had attended the Opiod Forum presented by ASAP. It was well attended.  Pauline Proch 112 
congratulated Beck Barsanti for winning the Poetry Aloud, a new High school event led by Anne Phaneuf and Maggie 113 
Sullivan, with 25 students presenting poetry.  Pauline Proch commented the Blue & White Ball fundraiser for the NHS 114 
Booster Athletics was a great success. 115 
 116 
Superintendent Cozort mentioned things to do:  The Swim Meet against Bishop Stang and the 14

th
 Annual FONPS 117 

Spelling Bee of February 5, 2016. 118 
 119 
And, overall kudos to FONPS in launching their new website.  120 
 121 
At 7:02 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Melissa Murphy and 122 
unanimously approved. 123 
 124 
Respectfully submitted, 125 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk 126 
 127 


